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Rethinking educational stages:
An essay of comparative educational history on school systems and curricula

Yoshihiro HARA

Abstract:

This paper examines the historical and structural problems of the Japanese concept of the
educational stages, especially the connection between secondary and higher education, by comparing it with
the history of undergraduate education in America. In American history, as a result of continuous debates on
whether undergraduate education in colleges belongs to secondary education or higher education,
undergraduate education has gradually come to play a role in connecting secondary and higher education.
On the other hand, the structure of the educational stages in Japan has little intention of such a gradual
connection. This difference is part of the reason for the problems that appear with the popularization of
higher education in Japan.
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